
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE LEOPARD’S ROAR 

Principal’s News 
IMPORTANT 

DATES 

Southridge Jr. High 

PTSA Newsletter 

January February 2016 

 

January      
- 4 Record Day 
- 7 Basketball 
Southridge at Highland 
West 4:15/5:15 
- 11 Basketball Norman 
Irving at Southridge 
4:30/5:30 
- 14-16 Basketball at 
Mustang TBA  
- 18 MLK Jr Day 
- 19 Basketball 
Southridge at Norman 
Alcott 4:30/5:30 
- 21 Basketball 
Southridge at Moore 
West 4:15/5:15 
- 25…7G-7B Basketball 
Southridge at Highland 
East 4:15/5:15 
 

February 
- 1 Basketball 
Southridge at Brink 
4:15-5:00 
- 2 Basketball vs 
Moorewest at 
Southridge 4:30 – 5:00  
- 4  Basketball 
Southridge at Norman 
Irving 4:30-6:00 
- 8 STUCO Fundraiser 
at Raising Cane’s  4:00-
9:00 
- 11 PTSA Meeting 
6:00pm 
- 15 No school TNT day 

Happy New Year!   
It was great to welcome our students and families back to school as 
we begin 2016.  Now that your children are back into the school 
routine, it may be a good time to challenge them to set goals for the 
remainder of the school year.  At the New Year, many of us set 
goals or resolutions.  This could also be a good time for your child 
to do the same.  Maybe spending less time playing video games 
and getting to bed earlier or completing their homework every night.  
Perhaps something more personal, such as eating less junk food, 
being more honest, or being a better friend.  Whatever they choose, 
setting and reaching goals is a good life lesson that all children can 
accomplish with your encouragement and guidance.  
As we continue our school year, please remember to keep in touch 
with your child’s teachers if you have any concerns or questions.  
We are all here to help your child to be a more successful and 
happy person each day.   
 
 
Melanie Smith 
Principal 
Southridge Junior High 
 

Student Article 
It's about that time. Valentine's Day is here and 
 everyone is excited! Our lovely PTSA is having candy gram sales. It's no 
longer elementary school where you have to give everyone in your class 
a card. Even though we don't do that any more it's still good to make 
someone else feel special on Valentine's Day. 
 So make sure to buy candy grams for friends or even a little crush. 
 
Time for the question of the month: I asked several 
 Southridge students in my science class what is their favorite Valentine’s 
memory. Shelby Teague answered “I loved eating lots of candy with my 
friends. A few days after that I had an awesome sleepover!” A student 
who wants to be anonymous answered “ Two of my close friends 
exchanged gifts on Valentine's Day. It was the best day of 2014!” 
Memories are the best! Have a good month Leopards! 
~Jessica Miller 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Counselor is “in” 
Happy New Year – and welcome back to school!  We are off to a fresh, new start! 
 

First, let me thank all who participated in our Hats/Scarves/Gloves drive in December.  We were able to donate 

enough hats and gloves to provide EVERY student at Southgate Elementary a hat and pair of gloves! 
 

Secondly, thank you to Faith Crossing Baptist Church and to Emmaus Baptist Church for Christmas donations this 

past Season.  You guys are awesome! 
 

What’s happening this Spring?  February 8-12 will be our Random Acts of Kindness Week.  We will focus on being 

more mindful of how our kindness spreads, like a ripple effect, to those around us – family, friends, and even 

strangers. 
 

Of course, there will be our State testing in April and May.  The 7th grade will test in the subjects of Reading, Math, 

and Geography.  Testing dates are April 11 – May 13, 2016.  Please try to avoid these dates when planning/making 

appointments in which your student will need to be out of school.  Make-up testing is possible; however, it can add 

more stress to your student.  All tests will be on computers.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me!  

If you are willing to be a monitor during any of these sessions, please let me know! 
 

Our Career Exploration is scheduled for Thursday, May 19th, after lunch. If you would like to share about your career, 

please contact me.  It’s a time to provide an opportunity for students to discover the many job/career possibilities they 

have to choose from. 

 
Author Brett Hayes Will Speak At SJH 
Author and teacher Brett Hayes will visit 
Southridge Junior High on Wednesday, March 9 to 
meet with students.  He is the author of The 
Running Moon.  Hayes teaches creative writing at 
Kingston High School in Oklahoma and coaches 
middle/high school athletics.  Preorders for The 
Running Moon begin March 1; a form for each 
student will be sent home that day. 

Make-your-own ice cream 

sundae.   
Thursday, Feb. 11th during lunch is the next reward  for 

students who’ve read a total of 6 or more books from the 
2016 Sequoyah Intermediate List by Feb. 8th 

 .  
Want to help or donate?  Contact Sheryl Johnson in the Media 

Center. 

 
 

Book Fair is back…March 28-April 1!  Start saving 

now, so your child can purchase books and more at 

the SJH Spring Book Fair.  As always, if you are 

willing to help, contact Sheryl Johnson in the Media 

Center. 

 

SJH Students Did It!   

What did they do?  They read and logged in over 100,000 

minutes in the Scholastic Contest where schools around the 

country participate.  The celebration for students who 

participated will be Wed., Feb. 17 during lunch time.  Tickets 

will be given to approximately 160 students for a free hot dog, 

chips, and drink; if it’s nice weather, we’ll eat outside.  Want to 

help?  Contact Sheryl Johnson in the Media Center. 

 

Why do we celebrate Valentine’s Day?  

*Answer this question at the Student Store 

to get your name in a drawing for a prize!!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southridge Junior High Parent, Teacher, and Student Association 
Agenda: January 28th 9:00 am Meeting 

 

Intro:      
Hello, my name is M’Leah Taylor. I am the President Elect of the PTSA until Feb. 11th. Then I will be 
President. I have a 5th Grade daughter at Wayland Bonds and a son here at Southridge. I am also the 
Student Store manager here at Southridge. I have been involved in the PTA at Wayland Bonds for 
many years. Since this is a new school, we need to set a good foundation for the upcoming years. I 
believe that each person has strengths and everyone brings something different to the table. If we all 
help out a little bit we can accomplish great things.  
 

PTSA’s Importance:  
I believe that it is important to have a PTSA. I have seen PTSA’s earn enough money to buy awesome 
gifts for schools. One of the main things this school needs is Smart Boards. Without the PTSA’s help, 
they may never have the funds to purchase them.  Also, teachers spend money out of their pocket all 
the time for their classrooms. If we could get a good foundation going, then we could offer teacher 
grants and so much more. Everything the PTSA does if for the students and school.  
 
Committee Chairs Needed:  
- Fundraiser 
- Volunteer Database 
- Nominating Committee (3-5 people to recruit members/officers)      
Next year’s committees (the ones above plus) 
• Membership 
• Reflections 
• Back to School Night 
• Clothing 
 
**Volunteers and Teacher involvement is KEY!!!   
 
New Business: 
 
- Valentine’s Day Grams - We decided at the beginning of the year instead of doing magazine 
Fundraisers, we wanted to do little fundraisers that we could get total Proceeds from.  We are asking 
for donations of Crush soda and tootsie roll Pops. We are selling Grams that will say “I have a Crush on 
you” and “I am a Sucker for you”  
- Teacher Appreciation – May 2-6 Contact Jenni Hawkins to get more information or text 405-537-8332 
to get in contact with her. We are in hopes that we can do something very special for the teachers.   
- Nominating Committee - We need a group of people to start finding people for the above positions.  
- Dance/Social – Scheduled April 8th. Tentative Black light Dance.  If you would like to get involved with 
this contact Kathy Ackerman or text 537-8332 to get connected. We need to start planning it ASAP! 
- Book fair – March 28-Apr 1 We will need volunteers to help the week of book fair.  

 
Upcoming Dates:  
Feb 8-11th - Valentine’s Day Grams on sale 
Feb 11th – PTSA Meeting and Officer Restructuring  
March 25th – Parent/Teacher Conferences (we will need to bring food for the teachers around this time 
March 28 – April 1 Book Fair 
April 8 – Dance 
May 2-6 – Teacher Appreciation Week  

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


